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• End of 19th century:
The Meter Convention: 17 signatories

• End of 20th century:
The Metre Convention: 51 signatories, 
(27 from Europe)

EURAMET: 37 members and associates
(24 of them from within Schengen area)

Some essential changes in the last century

…requires a different view and a different approach
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Metrology as a science of measurement

• Traditional view
metrology is (only) about calibration/traceability dissemination

• Nowadays view
metrology is about
� developing new measurement procedures
� their validation
� often in new measurement areas

in short, it is aboutresearch that supports developing a good
measurement practice in areas where this is not yet the case.
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How to approach the challenges in metrology? 

� to think EU

� to think local
� to build competence centres

It makes no (economic) sense setting up/maintaining nat ional
research centres in all areas of measurements, but rather in those
which are important for a certain country.


