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STRUCTURE OF PRESENTATION

• European Union Structural Funds, their 
definition and history

• European Union Structural Funds and 
research in the Republic of Slovenia
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DEFINITION AND OBJECTIVES

• Structural Funds and Cohesion Fundare funds 
allocated by the European Union for two related 
purposes: support for the developing regionsof 
Europe and support for integrating European 
infrastructureespecially in the transport sector.
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HISTORY OF THE 
EUROPEAN ECONIMIC END SOCIAL COHEZION

• 1957– The Treaty establishing the European Economic 
Community 

• 1958 – The European Social Fund and The European 
Agriculture Guidance and Guarantee Fund

• 1975– The European Regional Development Fund

• 1993– Financial instrument for Fisheries Guidance

• 1994– The Cohesion Fund
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE

A SYSTEM OF SHARED RESPONSIBILITY
(between the European Commission and Member State authorities):
• the Commission negotiates and approves the development programmes proposed by 

the Member States, and allocates resources
• the Member States and their regions manage the programmes, implement them by 

selecting projects, control and assess them 
• the Commission is involved in programme monitoring, commits and pays out 

approved expenditure and verifies the control systems

7 – YEAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMES
(The Republic of Slovenia):
• National Strategic Reference Framework 2007-2013 
• Operational Programme for Strengthening Regional Development Potentials for 

period 2007 – 2013
• Operational programme for development of human resources for the period 2007 –

2013  
• Operational Programme of environmental and transport infrastructure development 

for the period 2007 – 2013 
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1. European Union`s legal acts

• Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 
2006 on the European Regional Development Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) 
No 1783/1999

• Regulation (EC) No 1081/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 
2006 on the European Social Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1784/1999

• Regulation (EC) No 1082/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 5 July 
2006 on a European grouping of territorial cooperation (EGTC)

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general provisions 
on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion 
Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1084/2006 of 11 July 2006 establishing a Cohesion Fund and 
repealing Regulation (EC) No 1164/94

• Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 of 17 July 2006 establishing an Instrument for 
Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA)

• Commission Regulation (EC) No 1828/2006 of 8 December 2006 setting out rules for the 
implementation of Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 laying down general provisions 
on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund and the Cohesion 
Fund and of Regulation (EC) No 1080/2006 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council on the European Regional Development Fund

LEGAL ACTS
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Objectives of the new financial perspektive

1. A Convergence objective
It covers the Member States and regions whose 
development is lagging behind

2. A Regional competitivness and employment 
objctive:

It covers the territory of the Community outside the 
Convergence objective

3. A European territorial cooperation objective:
It covers the support for interregional cooperation and 
exchange of experience
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Competitiveness of Slovenian economy

Main reasons for lagging of competitiveness of Slovenian
economy:
• low investments in research and development and innovation
• feeble cooperation between companies and knowledge transfer 

institutions 
• lagging behind in excellence publication excellence
• dispersed financing (no priorities)
• small research  groups, poor integration in the research and 

development sphere
• lagging behind in research infrastructure
• unsatisfactory system of assessment and evaluation
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OBJECTIVES WE ARE TRYING TO REACH

• Developing an innovative environment, infrastructure and 
conditions for creating various forms of linkages between 
enterprises and scientific and educational institutions, that will 
accelerate and increase the efficiency of knowledge transfer 
into products, services and processes and strengthen Slovenia's 
image as a development partner.

• Improvement of knowledge transfer between knowledge 
institutions and enterprises. 

• Stimulation of the start-up and development of new dynamic 
technology-oriented enterprises. 

• Increase of investment in applied and industrial research and 
development. 
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CENTRES OF EXCELLENCE

DEFINITION:
• high quality multidisciplinary groups of researchers from academic spheres 

and the commercial sector, which enables a critical mass of knowledge and 
sufficient research infrastructure for the centres of excellence to break 
through to the heights of global science and/or inclusion in the international 
network of excellence 

OBJECTIVES:
• strengthening the transfer and full utilization of new technologiesas well as 

development of new technologiesin the priority areas of research and 
technological development

SELECTION CRITERIA:
• based on scientific and professional excellence
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List of Centres of excellence

• Nanoscience and nanotechnology
• Information and communication technologies
• Materials for electronics of next generation and other emerging 

technologies
• Biotechnology with pharmacy
• Environmental technologies
• Supercritical fluids
• Centre of excellence for study of structures and interactions in

biotechnology and pharmacy
• Contemporary technologies of management
• Contemporary metal materials
• FABRICA
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METROLOGY

Further development of Slovenian metrology system 

is required:
• to cope with  the demands in new and emerging areas,
• to maintain the  relative position of the established 

metrological services with the respect to the fastest growing 
areas in Europe,

• to cope with Slovenian industrial needs and services,
• to carry out the strategy of the development of  European 

metrology,
• to keep the position of Slovenian metrology as a regional center

for South East Europe in few particular areas.
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VERIFICATION OF OUR PROJECT

1. Expert valuation on the individual metrology area

2. Expert valuation on feasibility of a project

3. Project

4. Reconciliation of a project with the Managing Authority

5. Confirmation of a project by the Managing Authority

6. Buying the equipment by the Public ordering  procedures

7. Keeping the record about all procedures!
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THE END


